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House of Representatives 
The House met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. COLLINS of Georgia). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO 
TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
March 14, 2018. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable DOUG COL-
LINS to act as Speaker pro tempore on this 
day. 

PAUL D. RYAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 8, 2018, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by 
the majority and minority leaders for 
morning-hour debate. 

The Chair will alternate recognition 
between the parties. All time shall be 
equally allocated between the parties, 
and in no event shall debate continue 
beyond 11:50 a.m. Each Member, other 
than the majority and minority leaders 
and the minority whip, shall be limited 
to 5 minutes. 

f 

EDINA GIRLS HOCKEY CHAMPS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Minnesota (Mr. PAULSEN) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, I want 
to congratulate the Edina High School 
girls hockey team for winning the 
State hockey championship, their sec-
ond consecutive championship they 
have won in a row. 

The bar was set high for the girls 
from Edina after last year’s champion-
ship win, but they proved to be up to 
the challenge. Impressive wins over 

Brainerd/Little Falls and Eden Prairie 
were a prelude to a showdown in the 
finals with the Centennial Cougars, 
who, in December, defeated Edina in 
one of only two losses they suffered all 
season. 

There is no doubt the game was 
tense, and the teams entered the third 
period tied at 1. It was there in the 
third that the Hornets snuck one past 
Centennial’s defense. Edina never 
looked back, holding a 2 to 1 lead until 
time expired. 

Mr. Speaker, the hard work and de-
termination of these student athletes 
is impressive. Congratulations again to 
the players, the coaches, the fans, and 
the parents on winning the State 
championship. The entire community 
is proud of their effort. 

CONGRATULATIONS, MERCY HOSPITAL 
Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 

recognize Mercy Hospital in Coon Rap-
ids for being honored with the 2018 Dis-
tinguished Hospital Award for Clinical 
Excellence from Healthgrades. 

Healthgrades measures hospitals 
across the country and awards this 
honor only to hospitals that achieve 
outstanding patient outcomes. Pa-
tients treated in these facilities 
achieve better clinical results than 95 
percent of hospitals across the country, 
and that means that more of Mercy’s 
patients make it home to their fami-
lies healthy and free of complications. 

In addition to the Distinguished Hos-
pital Award, Mercy Hospital also 
earned recognition for its quality crit-
ical care, gastrointestinal care, and 
general surgery. Patients who have 
treatments or surgeries in these areas 
have a lower risk of mortality and also 
of experiencing a complication during 
their treatment. 

Mr. Speaker, the many doctors and 
nurses and staff who support Mercy 
Hospital work hard to provide world- 
class care to their patients, and I am 
really pleased to see them recognized 
for their dedication and their diligence. 

Patients in our community can be con-
fident that they are receiving the high-
est quality of care. 

MINNETONKA HOCKEY CHAMPS 

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, I want 
to congratulate the Minnetonka High 
School boys hockey team on winning 
the State championship title, their 
first State championship in program 
history. 

Minnetonka claimed their title with 
an impressive 5 to 2 victory over Du-
luth East in front of 18,000 fans in the 
Xcel Energy Center. Duluth East was 
on the board first with a goal early in 
the first period, but the Skippers came 
back to tie the game, scored a second 
goal in short order, and never trailed 
for the remainder of the game. 

Mr. Speaker, the road to the cham-
pionship is not easy, and these student 
athletes also had to balance their time 
in the classroom with their sports and 
training schedule. 

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate Coach 
Sean Goldsworthy for bringing the 
team to a State championship in his 
inaugural season as head coach, and to 
all of the players, families, and friends 
of the Minnetonka High School boys 
hockey team. 

PRECISION MEDICINE 

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
ask my colleagues to support the In-
creasing Access to Precision Medicine 
Act, legislation that I am coauthoring 
with my colleague Congressman 
SWALWELL. 

Precision medicine is care that is tai-
lored to a specific patient’s genetics, 
environment, and lifestyle, an emerg-
ing field that is showing tremendous 
promise. It gives providers a better 
ability to diagnose and treat genetic 
disorders like cancer, and it helps iden-
tify individuals at risk of disease. 

Precision medicine also allows pro-
viders to reduce healthcare costs and 
improve outcomes for their patients 
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through better testing and analysis, 
but today, many of these tests are not 
covered by insurance providers. 

Our bill will have the Department of 
Health and Human Services and the 
National Academy of Medicine study 
the effects and cost savings of precision 
medicine and offer suggestions for 
ways to cover the costs of genetic and 
genomic tests for Medicaid bene-
ficiaries. 

Mr. Speaker, the Increasing Access 
to Precision Medicine Act will increase 
the quality of care while finding ways 
to lower costs for patients. 

f 

WE NEED A BUDGET THAT 
INCLUDES THE DREAM ACT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Illinois (Mr. GUTIÉRREZ) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. GUTIÉRREZ. Mr. Speaker, on 
September 5 of last year, the day after 
Labor Day, the temperature was 86 de-
grees in Washington, D.C., so that was 
a long time ago. On that date, Presi-
dent Trump and his henchmen an-
nounced that they were killing the 
DACA program. 

The next day, meeting with my 
Democratic colleagues, I said I would 
not support any spending or budget 
bills that didn’t include a Dream Act 
or some other serious attempt to put 
Dreamers with DACA in a safe place. 
That was 6 months ago, and we are 
right back where we started. 

The Republicans have a bill to cut 
legal immigration and abandon the 
Dreamers in some semilegal limbo, and 
the chairman of the Judiciary Com-
mittee had a press conference about it 
yesterday and is touting his bill as the 
last chance to get something done 
about DACA. 

No, this will not resolve DACA. We 
will not support it in exchange for it. 

What the chairman did not mention 
is that his bill is actually about some-
thing else: it is about changing the ra-
cial makeup of America’s immigrants 
so that more of them are White and 
fewer of them are from countries in Af-
rica, Asia, the Caribbean, and Latin 
America. 

Analysis by the Center for Global De-
velopment of Goodlatte’s proposal 
states the following: ‘‘Hispanic and 
Black immigrants would be roughly 
twice as likely to be barred by the im-
migration cuts as white immigrants.’’ 

The legal immigration cuts would 
bar the majority of Muslim and Catho-
lic immigrants from coming legally to 
the United States of America. 

While the President keeps saying 
that he wants a better class of immi-
grants coming to America, the cuts 
would actually substantially reduce 
the number of university graduate im-
migrants. 

The Goodlatte bill would expand 
some work visas, but we would only 
add one university graduate for every 
seven workers removed by eliminating 
the family visas and diversity visas. 

Now, tell me, how does cutting out 
hardworking immigrants and guaran-

teeing that the only available avenue 
to come and work in America is an ille-
gal one, how does that protect Dream-
ers? It doesn’t. 

We are once again chasing bad poli-
cies down a rabbit hole, because the 
real agenda on the other side of the 
aisle is to leverage the national con-
cern over the plight of Dreamers into a 
radical reordering of legal immigration 
to make it whiter. 

Sorry. That is not the agenda of my 
party and, frankly, not the agenda of 
my fellow Americans. So, with more 
than 80 of my colleagues, we will re-
lease a letter today at a press con-
ference we wrote to the leaders of both 
parties in the House and the House ap-
propriators. It echos what I started 
saying 6 months ago: we need a budget 
or spending measure that includes the 
Dream Act, a clean Dream Act, and 
that is it. 

This week or next week, we all know 
we need to pass a budget to keep the 
government open, and Democrats are 
clear: our country, our Congress, and 
our leaders need to figure out how 
Dreamers get to live in the country 
they grew up in, the country they love, 
the country that has invested so much 
in them and received so much from 
them. 

Don’t be lulled into a false sense of 
security. The Federal courts didn’t set-
tle this or give us a permanent solu-
tion. They just gave a lot of lawmakers 
a convenient excuse for inaction. 

I am not buying it and neither should 
you, because also in the spending bill 
there are likely to be billions of dollars 
for deportation, detention, breaking up 
families, and breaking down doors in 
neighborhoods across the country. 
That is why our letter says we do not 
only want a clean Dream Act included 
in the omnibus, but we want to reduce 
funding appropriated to DHS’ deten-
tion and deportation machine, specifi-
cally funding for detention beds, depor-
tation agents operating under ICE or 
CBP, and an end to border militariza-
tion. 

We oppose any funding that expands 
the construction of walls or fencing at 
the southern border. We should, in-
stead, allocate border security re-
sources to modernize the infrastruc-
ture and technology at our ports of 
entry, which would actually benefit 
our country and our economy. 

Mr. Speaker, 6 months after Donald 
Trump and Jeff Sessions instigated 
this crisis by proclaiming their desire 
to deport Dreamers and kicking their 
safety and security in our Nation to 
this do-nothing Congress, we now have 
what could be the last opportunity to 
actually take permanent legislative ac-
tion. 

Do not be distracted by the Presi-
dent’s nativist agenda or the bills in 
Congress that seek to implement his 
nationalist view. Do not give up on 
taking action that is serious and will 
actually protect Dreamers and the 
communities that they live in, and do 
not allow the deportation and family 

destruction machine to thrive and 
grow on our watch. 

We must take a stand right here, 
right now, and stand up for what is 
right and what is beneficial for our Na-
tion. I am proud to stand with the ma-
jority of Americans and 83 colleagues 
who have joined me on this letter. The 
time is now. 

Mr. Speaker, I include in the RECORD 
a letter from 83 Members to House 
leadership and appropriators. 

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Washington, DC, March 13, 2018. 

Hon. PAUL RYAN, 
Speaker of the House, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 
Hon. NANCY PELOSI, 
Democratic Leader, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 
Hon. RODNEY FRELINGHUYSEN, 
Chairman, Committee on Appropriations, 
House of Representatives, Washington, DC. 
Hon. NITA LOWEY, 
Ranking Member, Committee on Appropriations, 
House of Representatives, Washington, DC. 

DEAR SPEAKER RYAN, LEADER PELOSI, 
CHAIRMAN FRELINGHUYSEN, AND RANKING 
MEMBER LOWEY: With the newest govern-
ment funding deadline on March 23, 2018 
looming, tens of thousands of Dreamers con-
tinue to lose their protection from deporta-
tion since President Trump rescinded the De-
ferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) 
program on September 5, 2017. And while nu-
merous stopgap measures to fund the govern-
ment have been enacted since September of 
last year, zero legislative action has been 
taken to protect Dreamers permanently. 
Congress is long overdue in acting on this 
issue, and the failure to pass the Dream Act 
has resulted in countless lives put in peril. 
Meanwhile the Department of Homeland Se-
curity (DHS) tears families apart by tar-
geting Dreamers, long-term residents, asy-
lum-seekers, families and children for deten-
tion and deportation. As the negotiations for 
the Fiscal Year (FY) 2018 Omnibus Appro-
priations bill are ongoing, we urge you to: 

(1) include the bipartisan Dream Act; 
(2) reduce funding appropriated to DHS’s 

detention and deportation machine, specifi-
cally funding for detention beds, deportation 
agents operating under Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement (ICE) and Customs 
and Border Protection (CBP), and border 
militarization; and 

(3) oppose any funding that expands the 
construction of walls or fencing at the south-
ern border, and to instead allocate border se-
curity resources to modernize the infrastruc-
ture and technology at our ports of entry. 

The appropriations for ICE and CBP have 
come at significant, detrimental cost to our 
communities throughout the country be-
cause all immigrants are in the crosshairs of 
the Trump Administration’s mass deporta-
tion agenda. When agents for both ICE and 
CBP operate without any discretion or re-
gard to length of residence in the U.S. and 
deep ties in our communities, the fear and 
mistrust in our neighborhoods is heightened. 
It is an abuse of ICE and CBP funds to rip fa-
thers from U.S. citizen children and tear se-
verely ill children or young infants from 
their parents’ arms. Now more than ever, we 
cannot fund the detention and deportation of 
valued members of our communities on the 
border and in the interior and vulnerable in-
dividuals and families seeking refuge in our 
country, especially when the key compo-
nents of DHS that enforce our nation’s im-
migration laws operate with negligible over-
sight. 

As Congressional leaders, we must exercise 
our powers responsibly to protect the 
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